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Adoption

11th Edition MUTCD issued in 
January 2024 Replaces 2009 Edition (15 years)

States had until January 18, 
2026 to adopt via 1 of 3 
methods:

1 - Adopt National MUTCD
2 - Adopt National MUTCD with a Supplement
3 - Develop a State MUTCD that is in 
substantial conformance to National MUTCD 
(as determined by FHWA)

MDOT and MSP are responsible for the MMUTCD. It is a joint 
adoption.



Develop a 
State MUTCD 
that is in 
substantial 
conformance 
to National 
MUTCD

The State MUTCD shall 
conform to the standard 
statements included in the 
National MUTCD

Guidance statements in the 
National MUTCD shall also 
be in the State MUTCD

Of course, there are exceptions to these rules…



Exceptions to 
Standards

 Standard (shall)
 A statement of required, 

mandatory, or specifically 
prohibitive practice regarding a 
traffic control device. 

 States can deviate if:

 1. The results of a documented 
engineering study indicate a deviation to 
be appropriate (as determined by FHWA), 
or

 2. A pre-existing state law conflicts with 
the Standard and does not create a safety 
concern (as determined by FHWA)



Exceptions to 
Guidance

Guidance (should)
A statement of recommended 

practice in typical situations.

States can deviate if:

1. Engineering judgment or 
engineering study indicates the 
deviation to be appropriate (as 
determined by FHWA), or

2. A state law conflicts with the 
Guidance.



Process (March 2024 to Present)

 A State Advisory Committee met every month for 
approximately 1 year to review the 11th Edition MUTCD, 
Part by Part, to identify the following:
 New material and impacts to current Michigan 

practices and any exceptions that we wanted to pursue 
with FHWA.

 Previous changes made in 2011 to carry forward (state 
law conflicts)

 Previous changes made in 2011 NOT to carry forward 
(Michigan-specific preferences)



State Advisory Committee Membership

MDOT SMEs

• Signing
• Markings
• Signals
• Work Zones
• Rail
• Intermodal 

Other State 
Agencies

• Michigan 
State Police

• Attorney 
General’s 
Office

• SOS

Local Road 
Agencies

• RCOC
• Kent 

County RC
• Washtenaw 

County RC
• Ann Arbor
• Farmington 

Hills

Other 
Entities

• FHWA
• AAA 

Michigan
• MITA



State Advisory 
Committee 
Review Process



2025 MMUTCD 
Published

January 15, 2026



What’s next?

 Development of slide deck detailing the more significant 
changes (Spring 2026)

 Printed copies of Part 6 for dissemination to internal and 
external partners (Spring 2026)

 Supplemental document updates (by end of 2026)



Target Compliance Dates



Target 
Compliance
Weight Limit 
Signs (2B.64)



Target 
Compliance
Low Clearance 
Sign (2C.25)



Maintaining Min. Pavement 
Marking Retro (3A.05)



Target 
Compliance
Low Ground 
Clearance Sign 
(8B.16)



Timeline of All Other Changes without a 
Target Compliance Date (Section 1B.03)



Some Other Notable 
Changes



Section 1D.03 –
Engineering Study 

and Engineering 
Judgment



1D.03 Engineering Study and Engineering 
Judgment

 Paragraph 05 - The decision to use a particular device at 
a particular location should be made on the basis of 
either an engineering study or the application of 
engineering judgment by an engineer, someone under the 
direct supervision of an engineer, or other individual as 
duly authorized by State law to engage in the practice of 
engineering…

 Blue text is new language.



1D.03 Engineering Study and Engineering 
Judgment

 Paragraph 07 - Jurisdictions…with responsibility for 
traffic control that do not have an engineer on their staff 
who is trained and/or experienced in traffic control 
devices should seek engineering assistance from others, 
such as the State transportation agency, their county, a 
nearby large city, or a traffic engineering consultant.

 This language is not new. It was in the 2011 MMUTCD 
(2009 MUTCD).



1D.03 Engineering Study and Engineering 
Judgment

 Paragraph 04 - The MUTCD does not mandate, and is not 
intending to imply, that an engineer must make the final 
decision whether to implement or execute the 
determination or advice of an engineer…Rather…the 
responsibility for a final decision…rests with the agency 
having jurisdiction over the roadway, after consultation 
with and based on advice from the engineer.

 This is new language.



Part 2A – Signs General



Part 2A – Signs General

Section 2A.12  LEDs Used for Conspicuity Enhancement on 
Standard Signs (New Section)

Standard: Flashing LED units shall not be used within the legend or 
border of a sign in conjunction with the phrase WHEN FLASHING in its legend 
or on a supplemental WHEN FLASHING plaque.



Part 2B – Regulatory Signs



Part 2C – Warning Signs



Part 2C – Warning Signs (2011)



Part 2C – Warning Signs (New)



Part 2C – Warning Signs



Part 2C – Warning Signs



Part 2H – General Information Signs

 2H.05 Jurisdictional Boundary Signs

 2H.13 Acknowledgement Signs and Plaques



Questions?
Garrett Dawe

MDOT Engineer of Traffic & Safety

daweg@michigan.gov
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